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Abstract

Metabolic dysfunction—associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) is a per-
sistent hepatic condition linked with cardiovascular disorders and metabolic
disturbances. Characterized by inflammation, fat accumulation, and fibrosis
within the liver, MASLD can develop into liver cancer and cirrhosis. With
a global prevalence of 32.4%, the condition parallels rising obesity rates.
Orlistat inhibits lipase enzymes and, therefore, reduces dietary fat absorp-
tion, which may benefit MASLD patients. The present systematic review
and meta-analysis were performed in accordance with PRISMA guidelines.
Searches of PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science, and Embase up to January
2025 were performed using specific keywords and MeSH terms. Bias as-
sessment and data extraction were conducted using Joanna Briggs Institute
(JBI) tools independently by two researchers. Statistical analyses were per-
formed with Stata version 14, calculating standardized mean differences,
95% confidence intervals (Cl), and heterogeneity (by performing Cochran’s
Q test and I? index). Moreover, meta-regression, subgroup analyses, and
sensitivity analyses were conducted. Eleven studies featuring 582 partici-
pants were included. Orlistat treatment induced a significant reduction in
levels of alanine transaminase (ALT) (SMD = -26.23; 95% CI = -34.70 to
-17.76) and aspartate aminotransferase (AST) (SMD = -19.62; 95% CI =
-28.33 to -10.92). Furthermore, reductions in HOMA-IR, body mass index,
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cholesterol, insulin, and waist circumference were observed. The included
studies exhibited low to moderate heterogeneity for most outcomes, indi-
cating consistent results across trials. Orlistat significantly improved AST,
ALT, and some other metabolic parameters in MASLD patients, suggest-
ing its potential as an additional treatment option. However, the outcome
must be interpreted cautiously, considering study heterogeneity. Further
high-quality, multicenter research is necessary to confirm these results.

Keywords: Metabolic dysfunction-associated fatty liver disease (MA-
FLD); metabolic dysfunction—associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD);
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease; orlistat; steatosis.

Introduction

Nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) involves a range of chronic
hepatic conditions closely associated with various extra-hepatic complica-
tions, like cardiovascular disorders and metabolic disturbances. NAFLD
is primarily described by the aggregation of fat within the liver, accompa-
nied by fibrosis and inflammation. This condition is prone to progress into
more severe hepatic diseases, like cirrhosis and liver cancer.'”) Recent
progressions have culminated in the utilization of the designation met-
abolic dysfunction—associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD), which
more accurately encapsulates the fundamental metabolic risk determi-
nants contributing to NAFLD. MASLD is delineated by the existence
of hepatic steatosis accompanied by one or more metabolic risk factors,
encompassing obesity, type 2 diabetes, or dyslipidemia.’* Considering
the convergence, these terminologies may be employed interchangeably
within populations characterized by metabolic dysfunction, such as indi-
viduals with obesity.”! The global prevalence of MASLD is estimated at
32.4%,!) paralleling rising obesity rates and associated metabolic com-
plications.” Although obesity is heterogeneous regarding its etiology,
excessive dietary fat consumption is recognized as a significant causative
factor in the obesity epidemic.!'” Thus, it seems logical to target dietary fat
to reduce body mass index (BMI) and decrease the risk of liver steatosis.

Current management for MASLD is centered on lifestyle modifications
and gradual weight loss, causing a decrease in hepatic steatosis and
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serum liver enzyme concentrations, coupled with improved hepatic in-
flammation and fibrosis.!!) Although lifestyle-induced weight loss pat-
terns, such as dietary restriction, seem to be sufficient in some patients,
multiple drugs have been evaluated in MASLD patients.!!>!3!

Orlistat, a semi-synthetic lipase enzyme inhibitor, is designed to treat
obesity by inhibiting the breakdown of long-chain triglycerides, there-
by decreasing subsequent absorption of dietary triglycerides in the gas-
trointestinal liimen.!'*13 In 2018, a meta-analysis encompassing seven
trials comprising 330 patients with MASLD revealed that orlistat treat-
ment could decrease BMI and enhance biochemical indicators of liver
damage.['"! In recent years, more published trials on orlistat efficacy in
MASLD have become available. This study aimed to conduct a thor-
ough analysis of the effectiveness and safety of using the medication
orlistat to treat MASLD.

Materials and Methods
Systematic Review Protocol

The protocol for this study was conducted based on the Preferred Re-
porting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA)
guidelines.!"”! The study protocol has been registered in the PROSPE-
RO database (registration ID: CRD42024610117).

Search Strategy

The search was mainly administered on Scopus, PubMed, Web of Sci-
ence, and Embase utilizing the following keywords and Boolean oper-
ators: “Orlistat,” “Xenical,” “nonalcoholic fatty liver,” “non-alcoholic
fatty liver,” “non-alcoholic,” “fatty,” “non-alcoholic fatty liver disease,”
“nonalcoholic,” “fatty liver,” and “NAFLD” through May 2024. Addi-
tionally, MeSH terms were used for “non-alcoholic fatty liver disease”
and “fatty liver” as the primary subject for meta-analysis. A manual
search was also administered on Google Scholar to increase sensitivity
and to find gray literature. The search was updated in January 2025
using the aforementioned keywords (Fig. 1).

Eligibility Criteria

The titles and abstracts of all articles were reviewed independently by
two researchers, without considering time and location limitations.
After eliminating duplicate articles, full-text articles were reviewed
to identify studies meeting our inclusion criteria, and data from these
studies were extracted. The inclusion criteria were studies involving
adult patients diagnosed with MASLD based on imaging, biopsy, or
established clinical criteria, and randomized or non-randomized con-
trolled trials evaluating the efficacy of Orlistat as a monotherapy. The
exclusion criteria were cellular or animal studies, studies using Orlistat
in combination with other pharmacological or lifestyle interventions,
articles without available full text, cross-sectional studies, editorial let-
ters, case reports, single-arm trials, and systematic reviews. The inter-
vention of interest was Orlistat, administered at standard therapeutic
doses, typically 120 mg three times daily, as recommended for manag-
ing obesity-related conditions. Comparators included placebo, standard
care, or other interventions for MASLD management.

PICO Strategy

Population (P): Patients diagnosed with MASLD/metabolic-associated
steatohepatitis (MASH) based on imaging, biopsy, or clinical criteria.
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Figure 1. PRISMA flow chart of the screening process.

Intervention (I): Orlistat monotherapy, administered at standard ther-
apeutic doses

Comparator (C): Placebo, standard care, or other MASLD manage-
ment interventions.

Outcome (O): Changes in liver enzymes (ALT, AST), liver fat content (im-
aging or biopsy-confirmed), weight loss, and any reported adverse effects.

Data Extraction and Bias Assessment

Two researchers (A.A. and S.K.) independently conducted data extraction
(Table 1) and bias assessment (Table S1, Table S2). Extracted information
from the studies encompassed general data (first author, year of publica-
tion, nation), study characteristics (study design, sample size, follow-up
duration), patient characteristics (age, gender, anthropometric indices, in-
sulin levels, glucose, lipid profile, liver function test, diagnostic method),
intervention (dosage, duration, dietary regimen), and control (placebo or
other interventions). A third investigator (M.R.) resolved any disagree-
ments. Two researchers (A.B. and A.S.) conducted a quality assessment
of the included studies independently, and a third researcher (M.R.) re-
solved and accorded it. Two critical appraisal tools!'®—(i) Joanna Briggs
Institute (JBI) Prevalence Critical Appraisal Tool and (ii) JBI Critical Ap-
praisal Checklist for Randomized Control/Pseudo-Randomized Trials—
were allocated to evaluate the quality of the studies based on their study
design. These tools were primarily developed for systematic reviews.

Statistical Analysis

Data analysis was done using Stata Ver. 14 software. The standardized
mean difference (SMD) was used as the effect size, and a 95% confi-
dence interval (CI) was calculated for the combined results. Hetero-
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Table 1. Characteristics of included studies

Author, year Country Orlistat Placebo Females Mean age, Intervention Comparator Diagnosis Duration
N N N (%) years dose

Randomized clinical trial
Zahmatkesh et al.?% Iran 27 26 23 (43) 13.76 120 mg daily Placebo MASLD 3 months
Feng et al.?"! China 40 39 23 (29) 47 120 mg TDS 60 g/day of MASLD 6 months

standard meal

replacement

powder +

reduction of

500-1000 kcal/

day only by

controlling their

normal diet
Wasta Esmail et al.l??! Iraq 25 25 30 (60) 43.3 120 mg daily Placebo MASLD 3 months
Ye et al.”¥ China 68 102 54 (32) 45.58 120 mg TDS Lifestyle MASLD 6 months

intervention in

combination

with drug

therapy
Harte et al.?4 UK 8 6 8 (57) 50 120 mg BD Placebo MASLD 12 months
Harrison et al.?® USA 23 18 28 (68.3) 47 120 mg TDS Diet/Vitamin E~ MASLD 9 months
Zelber-Sagi et al.?®! Israel 21 23 25 (56) 47.7 120 mg TDS Placebo MASLD 6 months
Single arm trial
Iranparvar Alamdari et al.?”?  Iran 45 24 (53.3) 4538 120 mg TDS MASLD 3 months
Khazal et al.?® Iraq 60 40 (66.6) 48.5 120 mg TDS MASLD 4 months
Hussein et al.?®! Israel 16 10 (62) 42 120 mg TDS MASH 6 months
Harrison et al.?% USA 10 6 (60) 54.4 120 mg TDS MASLD 6 months

MASLD: Metabolic dysfunction—associated steatotic liver disease; USA: United States of America; TDS: Three times daily; BD: Twice daily.

geneity was assessed statistically using Cochran’s Q test and I? tests.
If heterogeneity was present, the appropriate model would be a ran-
dom-effects model. Heterogeneity intensity was estimated through
the I? index. If I2 was less than 25%, the heterogeneity was considered
mild; between 25% and 50%, the heterogeneity was moderate; and be-
tween 50% and 75%, the heterogeneity was severe. Finally, if the het-
erogeneity exceeds 75%, it is considered very severe.['”! A statistically
significant threshold was considered as a p-value<0.05. Besides sub-
group analysis and meta-regression, Egger’s regression test was also
performed to assess publication bias. Finally, sensitivity analyses were
conducted to investigate the magnitude of change in the overall effect
size and heterogeneity.”!

Results
Trial Characteristics

The trial characteristics of the 11 included studies can be found in Table
1. Briefly, seven randomized clinical trials were performed between 2004
and 2023 and encompassed 343 patients in the Orlistat group against 239
participants in the control group of RCTs. Single-arm trials encompassed
141 patients in the Orlistat group. The average age of the subjects varied
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from 13.76 to 47.7 years, and a majority of them had a 100 percent obesity
rate. The timeframe of Orlistat usage in the analyzed studies varied from
3 to 12 months. The studies were conducted across six different countries.

Quality of Included Studies

According to JBI critical appraisal checklists for experimental stud-
ies,!"¥ seven included RCTs (Table S1) and four included single-arm
trials (Table S2) had a low risk of bias.

Quantitative Data Synthesis

Alanine transaminase (ALT) levels were reported in six trials and four sin-
gle-arm trials. Orlistat decreased ALT levels in comparison to the initial
measurements significantly, both in an analysis of RCTs (SMD=-6.79;
95% CI=-11.96 to -1.63; I’=0%, p-value=0.66) and RCTs summed with
single-arm trials (SMD=-26.23; 95% CI=-34.70 to -17.76; I>=97%, p-value
=0.66) (Fig. S1 and Fig. 2). The funnel plot was proven to be symmetrical,
and therefore, no publication bias was present (p-value=0.2067) (Fig. S2).

Due to high heterogeneity in the second analysis, a leave-one-out sen-
sitivity analysis and subgroup analysis were performed based on the
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Study proportion MRAW 95%-Cl
ZELBER-SAGI, 2006 -30.60 [-55.83; -5.37]
Harrison, 2009 -55.00 [-82.30; -27.70]
Harte, 2010 ; -27.00 [-44.05; -9.95]
Ye, 2019 —— -16.50 [-27.12; -5.88]
Feng, 2023 —+——  -17.20 [-29.92; -4.48]
Zahmatkesh, 2023 : —— -9.29 [-11.72; -6.86]
Harrison, 2004 —— -39.00 [-53.51;-24.49]
Hussein, 2007 . 5 ; -41.00 [-44.51;-37.49]
Khazal, 2007 . B -14.00 [-17.51;-10.49]
Iranparvar Alamdari, 2020 - -31.60 [-35.60; -27.60]
Random effects model -26.23 [-34.70; -17.76]
Heterogeneity: 12 = 97%, ©° = 145.9210, p < 0.01 ! ' ' ' | ' !
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Figure 2. Forest plot describing the connection between ALT concentration in MASLD patients after orlistat administration.

Study proportion MRAW 95%-Cl
ZELBER-SAGI, 2006 - -18.90 [-33.01; -4.79]
Harrison, 2009 —'—‘— -28.00 [-39.16; -16.84]
Ye, 2019 ) —— -8.30 [-12.86; -3.74]
Feng, 2023 — -10.00 [-14.68; -5.32]
Zahmatkesh, 2023 ; -6.44 [-7.93; -4.95]
Harrison, 2004 = ; -31.00 [-44.86; -17.14]
Hussein, 2007 — : -40.00 [-44.27;-35.73]
Iranparvar Alamdari, 2020 == -18.50 [-20.19; -16.81]
Random effects model — -19.62 [-28.33; -10.92]
Heterogeneity: /2 = 98%, 1> = 141.2809, p < 0.01 ! ! ! ! ! !
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Figure 3. Forest plot describing the connection between AST concentration in MASLD patients after orlistat administration.

age of participants, daily dose of Orlistat, MASLD diagnosis method,
and study duration. No study was removed after the sensitivity analy-
sis. ALT changes in both pediatric and adult population studies were
significant (Fig. S3), as were all subgroups based on daily doses of Or-
listat (Fig. S4). Based on study duration, ALT decreased significantly
in subgroups of 4, 6, 9, and 12 months; however, the reduction was not
meaningful in the 3-month-long studies (Fig. S5). Finally, for MASLD
detection subgroups, biopsy-, MRI-proton density fat fraction (MRI-
PDFF)-, and ultrasound-based study results were significant, in contrast
with NAFLD activity score (NAS)-based studies (Fig. S6).

Aspartate aminotransferase (AST) levels were reported in five RCTs
and three single-arm trials. Orlistat treatment meaningfully reduced
AST levels compared to baseline in RCTs (MD=-3.86; 95% CI=-5.64
to -2.08; I*=0%, p-value=0.74) and in RCTs summed with single-arm
trials (SMD=-19.62; 95% CI=-28.33 to -10.92; >=98%, p-value<0.01)
(Fig. S7 and Fig. 3). No publication bias was present due to the sym-
metrical funnel plot (Fig. S8) (p-value=0.5172).

Due to high heterogeneity in the latter analysis, a leave-one-out sensi-
tivity analysis and subgroup analysis were performed based on the age
of participants, daily dose of Orlistat, MASLD diagnosis method, and
study duration. Sensitivity analysis did not detect any study as a source
of heterogeneity, and no study was removed. All subgroups in the anal-
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yses based on age, dose, and study duration were proven significant
(Figs. S9, S10, and S11). However, based on the MASLD detection
method, AST changes in NAS-based studies were insignificant, in con-
trast with ultrasound-, MRI-PDFF-, and biopsy-based studies, in which
AST changes were considered significant (Fig. S12).

The effect of Orlistat on alkaline phosphatase (ALP) levels was reported
in three RCTs. Orlistat did not change ALP levels significantly compared
to baseline (SMD=-0.48; 95% CI=-7.05 to 6.10; 1>=0%, p-value=0.409)
(Fig. 4). Publication bias was not considered significant (p-value =
0.2640) (Fig. S13).

The use of Orlistat was associated with an insignificant reduction in fast-
ing blood sugar (FBS) levels relative to baseline values in MASH and
MASLD patients (SMD=-0.28; 95% CI=-0.76 to 0.19) (Fig. S14). Be-
tween-study heterogeneity was considered high (I>=77%, p-value<0.01).
Additionally, funnel plot asymmetry was proven insignificant, and there-
fore, publication bias was not present (p-value=0.0947) (Fig. S14).

To reduce heterogeneity, subgroup analysis was conducted based on the
daily dose of Orlistat and study durations. Based on the Orlistat dose,
the changes in FBS were significant in all subgroups except for the 120
mg-TDS subgroup (Fig. S15). Furthermore, FBS change was significant
in 3- and 12-month-long studies, in contrast with 6- and 9-month-long
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Figure 4. Forest plot describing the connection between ALP concentration in MASLD patients after orlistat administration.

studies, in which FBS change was not considered significant (Fig. S16).

Homeostatic Model Assessment of Insulin Resistance (HOMA-IR)
levels were assessed in four studies. In comparison to baseline values,
the administration of Orlistat resulted in significantly lower insulin re-
sistance (SMD=-0.67; 95% CI=-0.93 to -0.40; [*=0%, p-value=0.53;
Fig. S17). In addition, the funnel plot was proven symmetrical (p-val-
ue=0.9920) (Fig. S17).

Information gathered from four studies was used to assess body mass
index (BMI) after Orlistat administration. In comparison to the control
group, Orlistat treatment reduced BMI significantly (SMD=-1.18; 95%
CI=-1.45 to -0.90; 1>=0%, p-value=0.71; Fig. S18). The funnel plot was
also proven to be symmetrical, and publication bias was therefore absent
(p-value=0.7892) (Fig. S18).

The impact of Orlistat administration on triglyceride (TG) levels in
six studies was analyzed, and the result was an insignificant change in
TG levels due to Orlistat intake (SMD=0.46; 95% CI=-0.64 to 1.56;
1>=94%, p-value<0.01) (Fig. S19). Sensitivity analysis detected the
study by Feng et al.?!) as a source of heterogeneity, and after its remov-
al, heterogeneity decreased from 94% to 56%, but changes in TG levels
were still insignificant (SMD=-0.07; 95% CI=-0.46 to 0.32; [>=56%,
p-value=0.06; Fig. S20). The funnel plot was also proven symmetrical
(p-value=0.7803) (Fig. S19).

Cholesterol levels were assessed in seven studies before and after Orli-
stat intake. Our analysis showed that Orlistat did not change cholesterol
levels significantly (SMD=-0.11; 95% CI=-0.68 to 0.46; >=86%, p-val-
ue<0.01) (Fig. S21). However, after performing a sensitivity analysis, the
study by Feng et al.?'l was removed from this analysis, and alongside a
significant reduction in heterogeneity, the results changed (SMD=-0.38;
95% CI=-0.67 to -0.08; 1>=34%, p-value=0.18) (Fig. S22). The funnel
plot was also proven symmetrical (p-value=0.9139) (Fig. S21).

Analysis of insulin levels in five studies showed that Orlistat treat-
ment caused a slight decrease in insulin levels in MASLD or MASH
patients (SMD=-2.33; 95% CI=-3.44 to -1.21; I*=0%, p-value=0.76)
(Fig. S23). Funnel plot asymmetry was also proven insignificant
(p-value=0.9881) (Fig. S23).

The effect of Orlistat on low-density lipoprotein (LDL) levels was evalu-
ated in six studies. Our analysis demonstrated that Orlistat administration
did not significantly influence LDL levels (SMD=-0.55; 95% CI=-1.14
to 0.04; 1>=86%, p-value<0.01; Fig. S24). Sensitivity analysis repeatedly
found the study by Feng et al.l!! as a source of heterogeneity, and after its
removal, the heterogeneity reached 42%; however, the reduction was still
insignificant (SMD=-0.24; 95% CI=-0.58 to 0.11; I*=42%, p-value=0.14;
Fig. S25). As a result of funnel plot symmetry, publication bias was ab-
sent (p-value=0.9139) (Fig. S24).

Hepatology Forum 2025 Vol. 6 | 129-136

Table 2. Meta-regression results

Comparison Age Gender BMI

ALT 0.1154 0.0491 0.0559
AST 0.2312 <0.0001 0.1067
ALP 0.4705 0.1928 0.1925
FBS 0.3522 0.6726 0.5614
HOMA-IR 0.2629 0.6621 0.4055
BMI 0.4791 0.7841 0.3281
TG 0.2455 0.2484 0.8192
Cholesterol 0.2455 0.2484 0.8192
Insulin 0.5421 0.5208 0.9901
LDL 0.9146 0.3520 0.4505
WC 0.7541 0.8350 0.6671
SBP 0.6967 0.5432 0.5581

BMI: Body mass index; ALT: Alanine transaminase; AST: Aspartate amino-
transferase; ALP: Alkaline phosphatase; FBS: Fasting blood sugar; HOMA-IR:
Homeostatic Model Assessment of Insulin Resistance; TG: Triglyceride; LDL:
Low-density lipoprotein; WC: Waist circumference; SBP: Systolic blood pressure.

The effect of Orlistat on waist circumference (WC) in five studies was
analyzed. Finally, waist circumference was reduced compared to base-
line after Orlistat treatment (SMD=-3.08; 95% CI=-3.94 to -2.22; I>=0%,
p-value=0.94) (Fig. S26). The funnel plot was also considered symmetri-
cal (p-value=0.5382) (Fig. S26).

The effect of daily Orlistat intake on systolic blood pressure (SBP) was
analyzed in three studies. Orlistat treatment did not yield a statistical-
ly significant alteration in SBP compared to the initial measurement
(SMD=2.34; 95% CI=-1.11 to 5.79; I>=0%, p-value=0.80) (Fig. S27).
Publication bias was absent in this analysis (p-value=0.9139) (Fig. S27).
As sensitivity analyses were performed to assess the robustness of results,
data are available within the supplementary material (Tables S3-S8).
Meta-regression analysis was also conducted to explore the potential
influence of age, BMI, and sex on the 12 previously specified compari-
sons by assessing p-values for them.

In more detail, gender structure showed a significant correlation with
changes in ALT and AST (Table 2). The rest of the comparisons were
insignificant.
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Discussion

Orlistat exerts an inhibitory effect on pancreatic and gastric lipases by
forming a covalent link with serine residues within their active sites.
11432331 A these lipases act as major components of dietary lipid catab-
olism, inhibiting them will diminish the amount of available free fatty
acids in the liver; this will also result in controlled blood pressure.?!*3
Moreover, a recent meta-analysis of seven trials demonstrated that Orl-
istat administration is beneficial in maintaining uric acid at a low level.
B34 Although these findings suggest that Orlistat may be advantageous
for MASLD patients’ hepatic status, Orlistat usage was also correlated
with rare and scattered complications, including several hepatic dis-
eases (e.g., cholestatic hepatitis and subacute liver failure).?” To gain
a better understanding of Orlistat’s efficacy, this systematic review and
meta-analysis summarized its effects on MASLD and MASH patients.
This study encompassed eleven RCTs and single-arm trials with a to-
tal of 592 participants. Quantitative synthesis results from the included
studies showed that Orlistat treatment significantly improved metabolic
and biochemical parameters of liver disease, including ALT, AST, BMI,
cholesterol, HOMA-IR, and WC, while other anthropometric and meta-
bolic parameters showed non-significant changes.

Dyslipidemia is recognized as a prominent risk factor for MASLD.B!
Improvement of dyslipidemia is a priority in the supervision of MASLD
patients.?*! A meta-analysis of 33 RCTs confirmed a reduction in total
cholesterol and TG, which was consistent with our findings.*”! Using
meta-regression analysis, they further reported that the lipid-lowering
effect of Orlistat may be caused by its concomitant effect on body weight
loss.’”) In non-obese subjects, the baseline triglyceride level is a strong
indicator of the development and regression of MASLD.® Orlistat is a
lipase inhibitor that inhibits the hydrolysis of triglycerides and leads to
lower fatty acid absorption.l*”) Its effects are not limited to liver enzymes
and parameters assessed in this analysis; liver fat content, NAS, and
NAFLD fibrosis score (NFS) are some other vital scores in evaluating
MASLD severity. Orlistat failed to improve NAS and NFS scores in the
studies by Harrison et al.,!*) Esmail et al.,*” and Ali Khan et al.*!! In
contrast, the ultrasound properties of the liver improved after Orlistat
administration in the studies by Khazal et al.l*®! and Ali Khan et al.*!!
Liver fat content showed paradoxical results after Orlistat consumption;
while in the study by Feng et al.,” MRI-PDFF analysis showed signifi-
cant improvement in the Orlistat group, a whole-liver analysis based on
MRI-PDFF in the study by Ye et al.l>) demonstrated that fat content was
not altered in the Orlistat group compared to the control group.

Although lifestyle modifications and weight loss are important elements
in the management of MASLD, recent advances in pharmacological
therapies are reshaping the treatment landscape. Resmetirom, a thyroid
hormone receptor-f agonist, has received conditional approval for pa-
tients with MASLD and significant fibrosis (F2-F3), showing promise
in reducing liver fat and improving histology.[*”) Similarly, semaglutide,
a GLP-1 receptor agonist, has demonstrated significant weight loss and
liver histological improvements, particularly in the ESSENCE-3 trial.
3] These innovations highlight the growing role of pharmacotherapy
alongside lifestyle interventions, emphasizing the need for a tailored,
multidisciplinary approach to MASLD treatment. In the current study,
we focused on the effect of Orlistat on several metabolic parameters.
Our analysis demonstrated its significant reduction of ALT, which may
be a proper therapeutic pathway, as a reduction of ALT has been shown
to be correlated with significant histological improvement in liver bi-
opsies.*!! Additionally, our analysis showed that Orlistat reduced AST
levels in MASLD patients. It has been claimed that a reduction in AST
is associated with improved liver function and a lower risk of fibrosis
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and cirrhosis.**#% Other improved parameters, like BMI and cholester-
ol, are also correlated with a lower risk of comorbid conditions such as
obesity or metabolic syndrome. 4!

MASLD and metabolic syndrome are strongly connected, with MASLD
having a bidirectional relationship with metabolic syndrome.*”*! Type
2 diabetes, as a main risk factor for MASLD, is correlated with the pro-
gression of fibrosis and disease deterioration. It is also associated with
liver-related mortality.*”! According to current international clinical
practice guidelines, the assessment of insulin resistance is considered
a crucial component during the diagnosis and prognosis determination
of individuals with MASLD, along with numerous other factors.[5-52!
Insulin resistance and subsequent hyperinsulinemia increase free fatty
acid delivery and fat accumulation, and stimulate anabolic metabolism.
(53] Recently, multiple meta-analyses evaluated the impact of Orlistat
on metabolic parameters. Data from Zhou et al.*¥ showed that Orlistat
treatment is paralleled by a significant reduction in FBS. A meta-analy-
sis on obese and overweight subjects reported that Orlistat significantly
improved hemoglobin A1C (HbAlc) and FBS, compared to placebo.
1551 Qur results further showed improvement in HOMA-IR following
Orlistat treatment. Moreover, FBS and insulin levels were significantly
improved following the administration of Orlistat.

Despite the similar design of the included studies, heterogeneity was
found among studies. The average age of included participants was
inconsistent, with a range of 13.76 to 54.4 years, and to resolve this
issue, we conducted a meta-regression featuring participants’ mean age
in the encompassed studies. The results showed that age did not affect
alterations in the previously mentioned comparisons. The duration of
treatment was not uniform and ranged from three to twelve months in
the included studies. Subsequently, a duration-based subgroup analysis
was conducted to assess the effect of study duration on our analyses.
Moreover, the MASLD detection methods encompassed a range of
techniques (e.g., MRI-PDFF, NAS, ultrasound), which could affect our
results. Due to this issue, subgroup analyses were performed based on
the detection method to minimize the effect.

Finally, our study has some advantages, including the following: strict
exclusion and inclusion criteria were used, and only clinical trials were
included. We conducted a systematic and comprehensive literature
search to reduce bias. However, this study had some limitations, which
might affect the generalizability of the study results. The number of
studies included in this systematic review and meta-analysis was lim-
ited, and a relatively large sample size was not observed within them.
These limitations may influence our meta-analysis results. To acquire
more robust evidence to guide clinical practice, additional high-quality
and multicenter research should be conducted.

Conclusion

In this study, Orlistat’s potential for MASLD management was quanti-
tatively analyzed. Orlistat significantly improved AST levels and some
metabolic parameters in MASLD patients. It was demonstrated that
Orlistat might provide an additional treatment choice for patients with
MASLD. These findings need to be interpreted with caution.
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files/1751633527-appendix-en.pdf.
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